2i8          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
and training and manner of life a woman's excellence, tie
perfection of womanhood.1" In this chapter an account
will be given of some of the characteristic activities of "oH':-
children " in Belgium and France. And because in evw
convent of the Sacred Heart past and present pupils ate
knit together by a close bond of union, we must here des-
cribe some works which have their origin in the school
though they only come to full development in after life;
It must be clear from the beginning that in choosing two
countries as illustrating the character of a tradition, no
invidious comparison is being drawn with others; fot
similar activities will be found among all the old children
of the Sacred Heart. The Society firmly holds that a school
is judged by its former pupils. To them It looks, and not
to honours* lists or statistics or present-day achievements,
Mere numbers and an ample endowment may help to
produce satisfactory results in any hastily created school
to-morrow, but an enduring and valued tradition can alone
secure life-long loyalty, confidence, and co-operation.
School is a place of preparation, where, metaphorically
speaking, doors and windows are opened upon vistas
hitherto unknown. When life's adventure begins, it is
good to travel not alone, to be able to come back for guid-
ance and sympathy to the cradle of one's childhood's hopes.
And if hospitality has ever been a monastic virtue, and if
the traveller upon the dangerous roads of Mediaeval Europe
was always sure of a welcome in any monastery at whose
door he might chance to knock, then how much more
surely may an "old child" travelling upon life's sometimes
weary way count upon a welcome, upon finding rest and
spiritual comfort from those who have watched over the
years of her childhood.
1 J. E. Stuaft, The Society of the Sacred Heart, p. 96.